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I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the CSCL meeting in 
Rhodes. Angelique Dimitrakopoulou and her committee have 
planned an exciting program of intellectual and collaborative 
activities. The theme CSCL Practices is timely and important, 
consistent with the rapid advances in collaboration technolo-
gies. This meeting will allow us to strengthen and elaborate our 
understanding of the role of collaborative learning in class-
rooms, the workplace, and everyday life. 

This year, ISLS has focused on building the community and 
increasing year-around opportunities for intellectual interactions
–using the tools and technologies we study in our research. The 
Community Building Task Force is planning some experimental 
uses of collaborative technologies during and after the meeting. 
Look for them when you arrive! And, be sure to tell us if you 
plan to blog or twitter about the meeting.  

The committee has already tried a few collaborative technologies. The ISLS Facebook group is large 
and growing. Users list employment opportunities, announce new publications, and plan for the annual 
conference. Join the Facebook group now if you are not a member. 

Be sure to contribute your suggestions for new collaborative opportunities for ISLS in response to the 
survey circulated in May. If you have not responded, please take a moment to let us know your 
thoughts and ideas.   

The ISLS board will hold a retreat before the Rhodes meeting to act on recommendations for improving 
the society. Chairs of each committee have prepared reports that document progress and recommend 
new initiatives. The survey results will offer additional suggestions and help us determine which of rec-
ommendations have the most support from the membership. We welcome additional suggestions and 
recommendations from the membership–post them in the Facebook discussion, send by email, or chat 
with board members in Rhodes. We will also discuss recommendations with the membership at the 
open meeting during the conference. Expect a summary of the plans in the next newsletter. 

I would like to thank all the people who have strengthened the organization and made being president 
of ISLS so rewarding—really all the members of ISLS. In particular, Turadg Aleahmad has contributed 
expertise, leadership, and innovative ideas to the Community Building Task Force. Special thanks go to 
the committee chairs who have recruited participants, polled their members, and come up with reports 
and recommendations: CSCL (Hans Spada & Dan Suthers), Conference (Bill Sandoval), Education 
(Frank Fischer), Membership (Nancy Law), Publications (Cindy Hmelo-Silver & Chris Hoadley), Website 
(Carolyn Rose and Sadhana Puntambekar), Institutional Memory (Chris Quintana & Naomi Miyake). 
The board members have all contributed valuable insights and helped advance the organization. The 
newsletter editor, journal editors, and reviewers have ensured the intellectual life of the organization. 
Nancy Songer, the executive officer, has provided leadership, encouragement, and insight. She has 
developed new solutions to numerous vexing problems. Carolyn Rose, the Finance Officer faced the 
difficult challenge of getting the organization back onto a sound accounting trajectory. She has over-
come numerous obstacles and frustrations to bring the organization up-to-date.  

ISLS is a marvelously collaborative organization that could not succeed without the numerous, enthusi-
astic contributions of its members.  I encourage members to participate in several ways: by volunteering 
for a committee, coordinating a collaborative activity, presenting at the annual meeting, and contributing 
to the publications. Multiple interactions with other members will allow everyone to reap the benefits of 
the organization.  

 

A message from the ISLS President, Marcia Linn 

 

COGSCI 2009 
Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
July 29-August 1 
cognitivesciencesociety.org 
 
EARLI 2009 
Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
August 25-29 
www.earli2009.org 
 

 
ESERA 2009 
August 31-September 4 
Istanbul, Turkey 
www.esera2009.org 

Upcoming conferences 
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Plan your participation in ICLS2010! 

ICLS2010 will be the 
ninth ICLS  

conference. 

Check the website 
for more info on the 

submission 
process.  

http://
www.lsri.uic.edu/

icls2010 

Visit http://
www.isls.org/

conferences.html 
for links to previous 

ISLS conferences.  
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CSCL2009  will take 
place in Rhodes, 
Greece, between 
June 8-13.  Visit                  

http://www.isls.org/
cscl2009 for more 

up to date 
information and  

virtual participation 
opportunities. 

The biennial international conference on Com-
puter-Supported Collaborative Learning is 
almost here!  This year’s conference is the 
eighth in its series.   

Check out the conference program by visiting 
http://www.isls.org/cscl2009/
v0.8_CSCL2009_Conference_Program.pdf 

 

The conference theme is on CSCL practices. 
True to its theme, the conference organizers 
invite ISLS members to participate in the 
event, even if they are not able to be physi-
cally present in Rhodes!  Among others, visit 

the Conference Dialogue Blog (http://cscl2009.blogspot.com/) for a chance to read, provide  
comments and discuss papers before and during the conference!   

 

Join us in Rhodes:  
Virtual participation opportunities and beyond! 

New addition to the Learning Sciences list of programs  

Utah State University is 
pleased to formally announce 
an official commitment to     
supporting          
advanced research 
and training in the 
Learning Sciences 
through the renam-
ing and rebranding 
of its highly         
successful Department of    
Instructional Technology to the 
Department of Instructional 
Technology and Learning    
Sciences (ITLS).  
 
The newly-renamed             
department, headed by Dr. 
Mimi Recker,  offers both doc-
toral and masters degree pro-
grams, as well as certificates 
and minors in the areas multi-
media development and infor-
mation sciences.  
 

The breadth of research and 
development work conducted 
in the ITLS department       

includes cross-cultural studies 
of learning, gaming, computer-
based simulation tools, prob-
lem-based learning, pedagogi-
cal agents, digital libraries, 
student cognition, open-
learning resources, and class-
room activity design.  
 
While instructional technology 
and instructional systems    
design continues to be an im-
portant emphasis in the      
curriculum, the department is 
eager to be a space for inter-

disciplinary innovation and col-
laboration between the fields of 
instructional technology and 
learning sciences.  
  
Utah State University is nestled 
in the heart of the beautiful 
Rocky Mountains, and is a great 
place to live, study, and play.  
 
See what it is all about at       
http://itls.usu.edu or in the forth-
coming feature article in         
Educational Technology      
Magazine. 
 
 
 
Victor R. Lee,                            
Assistant Professor 
Utah State University 
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Heather Leary awarded 
2009 AERA SIG-ATL/LS 
Best Student Paper Award 
 

Heather M. Leary, a 
doctoral student at 
Utah State Univer-
sity’s Department of 
Instructional Technol-
ogy and Learning 
Sciences, was this 
year’s recipient of the 
joint SIG-Advanced 
Technologies for 
Learning (ATL) and 
SIG-Learning Sci-
ences (LS) Best Stu-
dent Paper Award. 
Her paper, titled 
“Expert Versus Novice Tutors: 
Impacts on Student Outcomes in 
Problem-Based Learning” came 
out of work she began as part of 
an Independent Study at Utah 
State and was presented this 
year in San Diego at AERA. Her 
coauthors were Andrew Walker, 
Melynda Harrison Fitt, and Brett 
Shelton.  

“This paper looks specifically at 
the tutors (or teachers or facilita-
tors) in problem-based learning 
environments,” Leary said of the 
AERA paper. “Throughout the 
history of problem-based learn-
ing research, the recommended 
instructional role of the tutor, 
their academic and professional 
backgrounds, and their training 
as facilitators have all been de-
bated. As problem-based learn-
ing expands outside of medical 
education, we felt it was impor-

tant to see how the different 
combinations of these tutor 
characteristics affect student 
learning outcomes. The most 

interesting data that came out of 
the meta-analysis show that 
tutors defined as peers or mixed 
(peers and faculty) show student 
outcomes just as good as faculty 
tutors. This means we may be 
able to scale the use of problem-
based learning as an interven-
tion that is more cost effective. 
The data also appear to show 
that having tutors trained as 
facilitators improves student 
learning, but faculty members 
appear to be immune to training 
– the faculty are more likely to 
revert to traditional instructional 
methods if they believe the stu-
dents are not learning what they 
need to.” 

Leary, et al.’s paper builds off of 
a recently published meta-
analysis of student outcomes in 
problem-based learning. In light 
of the award, Utah State Univer-

sity Department of Instructional 
Technology and Learning Sci-
ences Department Head, Mimi 
Recker said “Heather has been 
an exceptional student and re-
searcher. We are all very proud of 
her and her coauthors for this 
achievement. This award has 
been a really great mechanism 
that we have had in place through 
SIG-ATL/LS to help recognize the 
scholarly accomplishments that 
graduate students, both here and 
at so many other institutions, are 
making as they prepare for their 
futures as learning scientists.”  

Recker, a member of the Best 
Student Paper committee, added, 
“This is the first time that one of 
our USU students has won this 
award, but hopefully not the last. 
Heather winning this award has 
been a great motivator for the 
other students in our program 
who are looking for ways to be-
come more active in organiza-
tions like SIG-ATL/LS and ISLS.” 

In addition to Recker, the Best 
Student Paper committee       
includes Betsy Davis of the     
University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor, Chrystalla Mouza of the 
University of Delaware, Joe       
Polman of the University of Mis-
souri, St. Louis, and Iris Tabak of 
Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev (Israel).  

This year’s Best Student Paper 
Award was sponsored by SRI 
International. For her work, Leary 
was awarded a $250 honorarium.  

 

Recognition of Learning Sciences Members 

The 2009 Jan Hawkins Award 
Susan Yoon, Assistant Professor with the Penn Graduate School of Education, 
was selected as the 2009 Jan Hawkins Award for Early Career Contributions to         
Humanistic Research and Scholarship in Learning Technologies recipient.           
The award is presented each year by AERA’s Division C.   

This year’s award was presented at a special ceremony during  the annual AERA 
conference.  Dr. Yoon was also invited to present her work during the Jan Hawkins 
award session. 

Congratulations Susan!  

The Best Student 
Paper Award 

competition runs 
annually, and any 

graduate or 
undergraduate student 

member of the AERA 
SIG-ATL or SIG-LS 

may submit a 
manuscript for 
consideration. 

 Faculty and 
Researchers affiliated 
with ISLS are urged to 

recommend their 
students join one or 

both SIGs and apply for 
the award.  

Deadlines for 
submission coincide 
with AERA’s online 

paper submission 
deadline and are 

announced via the SIG 
mailing lists.  

More information is 
available at 

http://itls.usu.edu/
~mimi/sigaward/ 
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of the social life of 
young people has 
moved online and 
participation in the 
digital public has 
become an essen-
tial part of youth 
identities. The 
Computer Club-
house makes an 
important contribu-
tion not just in 
local urban com-
munities but also 
as a model for 
after-school learn-
ing environments 
globally. The 
model has been 
uniquely success-
ful scaling up, with 
over 100 club-
houses thriving 
worldwide. Show-
casing research by 
scholars and 

evaluators that have docu-
mented and analyzed the inter-
national Computer Clubhouse 
Network, this volume considers 
the implications of their find-
ings in the context of what it 
means to prepare youth to 
meet the goals of the 21st 
Century.  

 

Book Features: 

♦ A successful, scalable model 
for providing at-risk youth a 
rich array of media design 
and computing experiences. 

♦ Diverse examples of media 
created in the clubhouse, 
ranging from digital stories, 
video games, interface de-
signs, and digital art projects. 

♦ Color photos of life in the 
clubhouse, including youth 
projects. 

♦ Interviews with stakeholders 
in the clubhouse network, 
from the director to coordina-
tors at various international 
clubhouses. 

Yasmin B. Kafai is a Professor 
of Learning Sciences at the 
Graduate School of Education 
at the University of Pennsyl-
vania.  

Kylie A. Peppler is an Assis-
tant Professor of Learning Sci-
ences at Indiana University, 
Bloomington.  

Robbin N. Chapman is a 
learning technologies consult-
ant and serves as Manager of 
Diversity Recruitment for the 
MIT School of Architecture and 
Planning 

 

Contributors: Brenda Abana-
vas, Gail Breslow, Grace 
Chiu, Stina Cooke, Shiv 
Desai, Patricia Díaz, Rosaline 
Hudnell, John Maloney, 
Amon Millner, Jesse Moya, 
Mitchel Resnick, Natalie 
Rusk, and Elisabeth Sylvan 

Published by Teachers College 
Press 

Technology, Education—
Connections (The TEC Series) 

July 2009/192pp/ full-color in-
sert  

800-575-6566 

www.tcpress.com 

 

 “It is difficult to conceive of an 
after-school setting that would 
have a greater emphasis on 
positive youth development…
Read [these chapters], appre-
ciate what has already been 
accomplished, and consider 
the exciting possibilities for the 
future.” —From the Preface by 
Barton J. Hirsch, Northwest-
ern University, author of A 
Place to Call Home, After-
School Programs for Urban 
Youth 

 

“As you will read in this book, 
the impact of the Computer 
Clubhouse on underserved 
youth around the world has 
been far-reaching, long-lasting, 
and life-changing.” —From the 
Foreword by Rosalind      
Hudnell, Intel Foundation 

 

This book is about the Com-
puter Clubhouse — the idea 
and the place — that inspires 
youth to think about them-
selves as competent, creative, 
and critical learners. So much 

Book Announcements 
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published twice a year 

(Spring, Fall).  
Please send items for 

inclusion in the newsletter or 
ideas for contributions to the 

newsletter editor,          
Elena Kyza 

(elenakyza@gmail.com) 

www.isls.org 
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